
Dark Sky Committee Minutes 
June 21st 2022 

 
Meeting opened at 6:07 
 
In attendance: Bill Collins, Melinda Grimes, Katherine Charrette, Adam Charrette 
 
Excused: Susan White, Steven Luger, Sarah Gater, Babette Haley 
 
Public: Riche Colcombe 
 
Adam asked for any nominations or volunteers for vicechair position. With no immediate 
nominations, Katherine volunteered. Bill motioned for Katherine to be vicechair, Melinda 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Bill motioned to accept the minutes of May 17th as written, Katherine seconded. 
All in favor, Melinda abstained. 
 
Adam summarized his meeting with the NHAS. The NHAS has committed to putting on two 
night sky events per year at the library, but only once covid positivity rate is below their set 
threshold. The best time of year is in the fall when the days are shorter. Adam will keep in 
touch with the NHAS for updates on when they will be resuming in person events. 
 
Katherine mentioned the negative effects of light pollution on firefly populations and how it 
could be another good incentive for residents to reduce their light pollution. 
 
Melinda brought up Eversource’s recent rate increase and asked about creating an infographic 
for the public on the cost savings of reducing lumen output and upgrading light fixtures. 
Melinda will check with the PUC to find any previously made infographics for publication and 
distribution. 
 
Melinda asked about a visual example of light fixture restrictions associated with the pending 
lighting ordinance to better communicate the changes with town residents. Adam will work on 
creating a light fixture display board of acceptable and unacceptable lights based on zone and 
fixture design. 
 
Riche mentioned how the local ski resorts abundance of light pollution would create a barrier 
to the committees’ goals. Bill responded that the committees’ goals are about raising 
consciousness of the town’s night sky and the problem of light pollution. Melinda agreed that 
the ski resorts were an obstacle, but we have to start somewhere, and it could lead to a 
conversation with them about altering their lighting design. Katherine found a couple of other 
dark sky communities that also had sky resorts in the vicinity as examples of still being able to 
achieve International Dark Sky designation. Katherine will reach out to those towns for more 
information on how they successfully delt with the added light pollution from ski resorts. Adam 



will contact the IDA to learn their approach on the issue and find best practices for ski resort 
lighting. 
 
Bill discussed his recent night sky observations and how even a single neighboring light can 
affect night sky viewing. Adam asked Bill if he’d be willing to take some dark sky readings 
around his neighborhood. Bill accepted, Adam will bring his sky quality meter for Bill to use and 
record data. 
 
Melinda suggested creating a timeline for getting the lighting ordinance passed to keep the 
committee on track for it’s vote at town meeting. The committee agreed and will work on a 
timeline to maximize community support. 
 
Bill motioned to adjourn, Melinda seconded. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:52 
 
 
 
 
 


